
The Sevastopol Consolidated School 
opened its doors on September 4, 1924, 
and welcomed 288 grade school students 
and 61 high school students to Institute, 
Wisconsin, initially from seven one-room 
schoolhouses located throughout a 42 
square-mile tract in the Town of Sevasto-
pol. Once only a vision to a small group of 
local ladies who were intent on improving 
their children’s education, the new school 
would provide individual classrooms for 
the younger children and a solution to a 
need for another high school to serve the 
growing rural communities in and around 
the Towns of Sevastopol and Sturgeon Bay.

As a consolidated school, Sevastopol can 

trace its roots to 1921 when a building 
committee made of school board and com-
munity members hired architects Smith 
and Reynolds of Manitowoc and construc-
tion began on six acres purchased from 
the Catholic Diocese of Green Bay. The 

property was located adjacent to St. Aloy-
sius Institute, once located at the corner of 
County P and Highway 57.

The architects employed the Colle-
giate Gothic style of architecture for the 
building. It was faced with red brick and 
trimmed with cast concrete stone water 
tables, jamb blocks and pilaster. Trimmings 
were distributed sparingly as a cost-savings 
measure, according to information pub-
lished at that time,while the main entrance 
was more elaborate; the board deemed it 
necessary to give it the proper effect.

Many area businesses were hired for 
different phases of the construction, expe-
riencing some stops and starts within the 
time frame to its completion. The general 
contract was awarded to Mr. Wulf, an 
Algoma contractor, and Henry Anschutz, a 

local man. They were hired as a team to do 
all the work, with the exception of plumb-
ing. This part of the job went to A.J. Wiest 
& Co.

The completed Sevastopol Consolidat-
ed School was dedicated at a ceremony 
on September 11, 1924. According to 
accounts, approximately 900 were in at-
tendance to tour and tout this community 
accomplishment that made educational 
history of the township and within the 
state. However, even more importantly has 
been the lifetime  investment made in the 
future of so many students who have at-
tended school here since its opening nearly 
a century ago.

The founders’ vision of quality educa-
tion continues today in the still Pioneering 
community of Sevastopol. 
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Pioneers for Better Education
BY SUSAN ANSCHUTZ, COMMUNICATION COMMITTEE MEMBER

A rendering of the Sevastopol Consolidated School was prepared by architects Smith and Reynolds and highlighted the names of those who helped make the school a reality.

“They have considered 
their problems well and 
have designed a structure 
that will meet the needs 
of the consolidated 
districts, not only 
satisfying immediate 
needs but with a view of 
the future as well.”
- The Door County News, August 
17, 1922

Children from one-room schoolhouses were welcomed 
and provided classrooms, and in some instances, indoor 
plumbing for the first time.

This image was part of Sevastopol’s first yearbook and illustrates the seven, one-room schoolhouses that initially consol-
idated within the Town of Sevastopol.

Ten different bus routes existed to pick up children in the rural communities around Institute in 1925.

The primary entryway into the school in 1924 featured 
remarkable masonry and a commemorative stone 
recognizing the Superintendent of Door County Schools 
Katherine Conley and the building committee members.

A view of Institute, taken many years after the school’s opening, highlights the school’s 
continued community presence.

We welcome friends, district residents, and 
alumni for a nostalgic walk through the 1924 

section for final viewing, photos, or self-guided 
tours during the following dates and times:

Friday, April 30,  from 6:00–8:00PM
Saturday, May 1, from 2:00–4:00PM
Sunday, May 2, from 2:00–4:00PM
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Celebrating the Past as We Look to the Future
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While the birth of Sevastopol Consolidated School in the 
1920s spearheaded the movement of consolidating one-room 
schoolhouses in the area, it immediately became an open door 
to education in the century ahead. As young Pioneers aged 
toward graduation and beyond, the original structure would 
see several changes and updates in the decades that followed.

Th e fi rst notable addition to the school occurred a quar-
ter-century later when, in 1950, the agriculture and indus-
trial arts shops were constructed. In the decade that fol-
lowed, three additional rooms were added to the wing.

Th e infl ux of students between 1957-1961, a result of 
eight additional county districts consolidating with Sev-
astopol, propelled the school to further expand its facility. 

Beginning in August of 1960, a school building committee 
began planning for a new high school building and other 
necessary facilities while converting the original Sevasto-
pol building to the present day elementary and junior high 
school. Ground was offi  cially broken in July of 1964 for the 
new high school section which was completed a year later 
and made for full use in September of 1965.

Additions were also completed more recently in 1991 and 
1996 with the construction of the  band and music rooms, 
the elementary  gym and performance stage, the high school 
library along with the remodeling of several classrooms.

Th roughout the decades of change, from cultural shifts 
and trends in American society, to the signifi cant changes 

in technology and educational delivery, the original 1924 
Sevastopol building remained a constant in Door County. 
It was the core of Sevastopol School, one in which, no mat-
ter the outstretched additions and internal changes, provid-
ed over 5,000 Door County youths with an institution to 
learn. It was a building that employed hundreds of educa-
tors, administrators, and supporting staff . It was, in short, 
the heart of Institute.

Th ough 2021 will mark the year that the original struc-
ture is razed, exactly 100 years since the completion of its 
fi rst fl oor, Sevastopol enters a new era - an era of excitement 
and promise that will surely honor the past while serving 
the future.  
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Building Adapts to Needs Over Time
BY JUSTIN SKIBA, COMMUNICATION COMMITTEE MEMBER/EDITOR

Students gather outside of their newly constructed high school in circa 1966.

This March 31, 2021 aerial photo gives a rare look at the Sevastopol School District that includes the 1924 through 2021 sections standing simultaneously. The 1924 section 
is scheduled to be razed in the summer of 2021.

The Sevastopol Consolidated School District offi  cially opened in 1924. The original structure served as a learning institution 
for 97 years.

Beginning in the late 1940s, plans were made to construct the industrial arts section that was completed in 1950.

The 1965 addition became the new Sevastopol High School that included the construction of the gymnasium.
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Student 
Spaces 
Evolve 
with 
Education
  BY MINDI VANDERHOOF
  Communication Committee Member/Editor

Flexible, ever-changing, and adapt-
able--Sevastopol classrooms perpetually 
accommodate the diverse needs of learners 
through generations. Sevastopol’s original 
three-story brick structure has been modi-
fied three times to meet the needs of changes 
in education.  When the building was orig-
inally opened in 1924, there were two re-
quirements for classrooms: a blackboard and 
desks. Now each classroom dons flexible 

seating, collaborative space, Smartboards, 
individual computers, and presentation and 
production aids. The evolution over the 
years has been impressive.

Walking the hallways of Sevastopol with 
previous generations, numerous anecdotes 
and stories abound like how the multipur-
pose room used to be the classic wooden 

gym, with a second floor balcony; they re-
member how the third, fourth, and fifth 
grade at one time opened into an audito-
rium that held approximately 700 students 
and was often the site of prom; the middle 
school English room was home to kinder-
garten students for years. 

The old places mean something to people. 

We attach a nostalgia to our youth and to the  
people and places that made us into who we 
are.  We feel gratitude for the history of Sev-
astopol and are inspired by the Pioneering 
spirit that has been cultivated within us and 
carries us forward to build anew.  We look 
forward with excitement about moving into 
the new building and perpetuating the same 
Pioneering spirit that inspires and connects 
one generation to the next.  

The stage then ( Left ) and now (Right). The third floor used to house the auditorium which was home to, among other events, musicals, plays, and proms. Today’s stage is in the elementary gym and is used for musicals, plays, graduations, concerts, guest 
speakers, and special events.

Classrooms then (Left) and now (Right).

The lunchroom then (I) and now (H).  Before the addition of what we call the lunchroom today, the lunchroom was housed in what is currently Mrs. Dantoin’s sixth 
grade room on the first floor of the three story building.

Family and Consumer Sciences (Top) and Home Economics (Above). The original “home 
ec” rooms were bare compared to what we see today. Students in “home ec” did more 
than cook, though. They learned how to make centerpieces for the dining room table and 
how to sew. In our current family and consumer science classrooms, there are multiple 
kitchen stations which allow students to complete food labs.  Students also take classes 
like Living on your Own, Exploring Health Careers, and Child Growth and Development 
besides the foods classes.

The original gym was housed in what is now the multipurpose room, and it had a balcony, which is now second floor classrooms. Our current high school gym received a facelift of sorts in the summer of 2019 with a refinished floor, a fresh coat of paint, and 
new banners.



PAGE 4 • SPRING 2021  Commemorative Building Edition: Celebrating the past as we look to the future Pioneer Times • Sevastopol School News 

Sevastopol has a long and deep-root-
ed tradition of educational excellence. 
Just as a small group of ladies fulfilled 
a vision, a small group of community 
members came together to find a solu-
tion to the additional demands and 
growing needs of our school system. As 
we expand and upgrade our facility for 
current and future generations, we rec-
ognize the importance of acknowledg-
ing the school’s rich history.

 The 2021 addition integrates key as-
pects of the past within the school atri-
um that connects to the 1965 building. 
The engraved stone that reads, “Con-
ley School” has been relocated from 
the former 1924 main entryway to be 
displayed in the atrium. Additionally, 
two white educational shields from the 
outside wall of the original structure are 
placed alongside the stone. 

 Another feature of historical impor-
tance is the incorporation of portions of 
the 1924 handrails into one stairway of 
the new structure. These handrails have 
supported multiple generations of Pi-
oneers. Sections of these wooden rails 
that are no longer up to code are placed 
along with code compliant handrails in 
the new section.

 The next chapter of what our facil-
ities will provide is looking brighter, as 
the addition features a large skylight in 
the atrium and plenty of windows in all 
learning spaces. The beauty and func-
tion of the new addition provides better 
opportunities for all of our students.  
The continuation of Sevastopol’s long 
tradition of agricultural education will 
reach new heights with increased space 
and a large greenhouse. 

Classrooms that will service the 
unique needs of special education, 
speech and language, occupational and 
physical therapy, and ELL students have 
been thoughtfully designed and upgrad-
ed. Our science classrooms have been 
modernized and will now be compli-
mented by a state-of-the-art fab lab for 
all grade levels to utilize. Also included 
in the expansion are industrial arts spac-
es and improved art rooms for K-12. 
Elementary classrooms come equipped 
with small-group learning rooms, sinks, 
and adequate storage space. In addi-
tion, each elementary classroom will be 
equipped with an opening wall between 
grade-level classrooms to allow more co-
operative teaching practices. 

Efforts were made to design these 
new spaces to be efficient both in en-
ergy and in locality.  Offices are central-
ized and gathering spaces can be sized 
to meet the needs of events. The new 
multipurpose room can be opened up 
to include the library space and atrium 
space. It was designed with flexibility at 
the core as we know the world of educa-
tion is ever changing and the new addi-
tion is ready to accommodate.

 Like the generations of families and 
leaders before us, the Sevastopol com-
munity continues to value the impor-
tance of education. Through the many 
different ways it supports our school, 
our community continues to carry out 
the vision for a brighter future for our 
children. We thank our residents for 
their confidence and support during 
this monumental time for Sevastopol. 
We look forward to welcoming our 
community and students back for the 
2021-22 school year with events to cele-
brate our movement forward in provid-
ing Sevastopol with the highest quality 
education. 

Pioneering the Next Generation
BY KYLE LUEDTKE, DISTRICT ADMINISTRATOR

The new building addition to Sevastopol School will provide enhanced spaces, function and safety for all students.  Construction and site work  will be completed for the start of the 2021-2022 school year.

It took many steps to get to this point including feedback from our district, and leadership of the school board, 
administration and the Community Facility Action Committee (CFAC).  We wish to thank our district residents and 
Door County businesses who supported this effort and our school staff and families who continue to build upon our 
educational tradition.

An aerial photo of the current site that highlights the new construction and portions designated for demolition.

I am looking forward 
to having new looking 
rooms that are different 
shapes and sizes. -Finn C. 
(Grade 5)

I hope there are shorter 
stairs. – Grace O. (Grade 
3)

I look forward to enjoying 
the view from the science 
window and seeing the 
old bricks from the old 
school in the entryway. 
-Kaile V. (Grade 5)

I am looking forward 
to exploring the new 
hallways in the school. – 
Madelyn J (Grade 3)

Next year, I am so excited 
for the new classrooms. 
There are going to be a lot 
of windows in the build-
ing. -Mallori S. (Grade 2)

I’m excited to have bigger 
bathrooms in the new 
school. -Mason K. (Grade 
4)

In the new building, I 
look forward to making 
new memories for us to 
remember for years to 
come. -Selma B. (Grade 5)

I will be so happy next 
year because there is 
air conditioning and I 
won’t be so hot when 
I’m in school. -Sophie S. 
(Grade  2)

What are you looking forward 
to in the new building?


